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• Impacts of proposed warehouse on the 
Delaware River

• Benefits to local economy and jobs of a 
healthy river and outdoor recreation

NO Warehouse in
Downtown Phillipsburg



Delaware River 
Watershed Provides…

✓ Drinking water for over 15 
million people

✓ $22 billion in annual 
economic activity

✓ 600,000 direct/indirect jobs 
with $10 billion in wages

✓ $683 billion ecosystem 
services, such as providing 
drinking water and 
preventing floods prevention



Delaware River flooding in Easton/Phillipsburg: 
Flooding is already a serious public safety and health  
problem in Phillipsburg, Easton and downriver.

“Fluvial flooding of rivers (like the 
Delaware River) are becoming more 
frequent and more intense”: NOAA



Proposed warehouse site (circled 
below) nearly completely tree covered



Source: https://www.njmap2.com/

Proposed warehouse site has been designated to have 
some “Priority Lands for Water Quality Protections” by
NJDEP



Tree loss impacts: Nearly the complete 31 acs site will be cleared of tree canopy and 
natural vegetative ground cover. Trees in general provide benefits in:

• Air quality – there is up to 60% reduction in street level particulates with trees
• Water quality – trees help communities across the country avoid millions of dollars 

in stormwater management costs
• Flood reduction – tree intercept between 7% and 22% of stormwater runoff from 

impervious surfaces.

MORE IMPORTANTLY, research has shown that urban trees and forests, such as the 
Phillipsburg site, actually help reduce crime, reduce stress levels, increase public 
safety and even improve academic test scores.



What do you 
want for the 

future of 
Phillipsburg?

This? 

Or This?

Howard Street



The area highlighted in blue is a designated 
“overburdened community.” That means where the 

residents are low income and likely “people of color.”
https://nj.gov/dep/ej/communities.html

Proposed site



Phillipsburg’s 
adopted 

Stormwater 
Management 

Plan



Speaking of clearing the trees, below is a quote taken directly from Phillipsburg’s 
Stormwater Management Plan. This Plan was adopted by the Town and should serve 
to direct land development. Clearly, the Town Council and some of the Land Use 
Board are ignoring this scientifically-based directive from their professionals about 
clearing the 400,000 sq ft of forested land and replacing those trees with impervious 
coverage, such as parking lots, roads and rooftops.

“Land development can dramatically alter the hydrologic cycle of a site 
and, ultimately, an entire watershed. Prior to development, native 
vegetation can either directly intercept precipitation or draw that 
portion that has infiltrated into the ground and return it to the 
atmosphere through evapotranspiration. 

Development can remove this beneficial vegetation and replace it with 
lawn or impervious cover, reducing the site’s evapotranspiration and 
infiltration rates. Clearing and grading a site can remove depressions 
that store rainfall. Construction activities may also compact the soil 
and diminish its infiltration ability, resulting in increased volumes and 
rates of stormwater runoff from the site. These increases can create 
new and aggravate existing downstream flooding and erosion 
problems.”  file:///C:/Users/FREDST~1/AppData/Local/Temp/2020-02-06-2019-

Municipal-Stormwater-Management-Plan.pdf. Page 4.

file:///C:/Users/FredStine/AppData/Local/Temp/2020-02-06-2019-Municipal-Stormwater-Management-Plan.pdf
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Source: US Department of Commerce - 2019

High quality outdoor recreation attracts eco-
tourists, generates tax rateables and supports 
local, small businesses and creates jobs!

Economic data



According to the Rails to Trails Conservancy, in 2020 nationwide, Americans 
swamped local trails and rivers to hike, bike, paddle, and swim away in their 
free time.  Rails to Trails Conservancy found trail use increased by 200% on 
several trails from 2019 to 2020 and the Delaware Valley Regional Planning 
Commission saw some trails see increases of over 450%. 



20 rental companies on Delaware River 
hosts 60,000 – 70,000 paddlers annually 
and supports 200+ jobs



Departing Pburg boat ramp



Water quality in the Delaware River has improved 
enabling migratory and other fish populations to 
recover. A 2017 Topline Report noted, nationwide, 31.5 
million adults went fishing generating more than $11.8 
billion is spent on fishing gear and accessories alone.



Ecotourism that boosts local hotels, 
supermarkets, shops, and restaurants

Source: https://outdoorindustry.org/resource/2017

“..recreation is among our nation’s largest 
economic sectors. From the smallest rural 
towns to the most densely packed cities, 
outdoor recreation powers a vast economic 
engine that creates billions in spending and 
millions of good – paying American jobs.” 
Outdoor Industry Association



What will attract 
more outdoor 
recreational 

enthusiasts to 
downtown 

Phillipsburg?

This? 

Or This?

Howard Street



Welcome To Phillipsburg, New Jersey

“ Located on the Delaware River, in a beautiful setting 
of rolling hills, woodlands, and flowing waters, 
Phillipsburg, New Jersey offers the best of all worlds. 
Here, you can escape from crowded, impersonal 
developments, and find the joys of living in a close-
knit community of families and friends, as you enjoy 
all the advantages of urban living as well as rural 
atmosphere - from a quaint downtown waterfront 
shopping district, to a choice of nearby airports.” 
(http://www.phillipsburgnj.org/)

READ the text below from Phillipsburg’s official website. Does a warehouse in 
downtown Pburg fit in any way, shape or form in this description? What do 
you want the future of Phillipsburg to look like?



CONTINUED:
Welcome To Phillipsburg, New Jersey

“Just 30 minutes from the Pocono Mountains, and 
midway between Philadelphia and New York City, 
Phillipsburg is an historic town with an exciting 
future. It's a place where the beauty, culture, 
tourism and recreational activities are enhanced 
with a growing base of small and mid-size 
businesses” (http://www.phillipsburgnj.org/)
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